
Hi Ms. Dunbar,

Thank you very much for turning up this interesting state of affairs. \e this will be OK for our purposes, but I do have one question.

You say that in 1925 a 3 hour course was worth 6 points. But if
points are like semester hours at other institutions and if 125 are
needed to graduate, it looks more like 3 points would be for 3 hours
(assuming hours are counting just in-class time and not homework
time), note. A minor typo perhaps? Or have I missed something?

In any case, thank you for the work you have done for the Cajori Two
Project.

Walter Meyer

On Jul 9, 2008, at 5:22 PM, Joy Dunbar wrote:

Prof. Meyer.

Although time consuming, this has been an interesting investigation
into old JHU catalogs and commencement programs here in the
Office of the Registrar. I was hoping to have a better answer for the
early years, but here is what I've found.

There are no catalogs prior to 1 925 at which time the Bachelor's
degree was awarded based on "points" with a note in the catalog that
said this was "semester hours at other institutions". The requirement
was 125 points, where basically the 3 hr course was 6 points. (There
were exceptions for some courses and labs in some Courses of
Study.)

By 1935 there was no more referral to "points", but only to satisfying
a Course of Study as outlined by the major department. Looking at
the Course of Study for many years, it was fairly consistent.

1945 and 1955 continued to grant the degree based upon the
satisfactory completion of the outlined Course of Study.



By 1965 a course was assigned semester credits with the Bachelor's
degree requiring a minimum of 120 credits.

This remained consistent though the next 40 years.

No records or reports referred to the terms as anything but
semesters.

I hope this is the information that you needed.

Joy

Joy W. Dunbar
Assistant Registrar for Data Management and Institutional Research
Office of the Registrar
Phone: (410) 516-8745
Fax:(410)516-6477
E-mail: jdunbarl ©jhu.edu

Johns Hopkins University
75 Garland Hall
3400 N. Charles Street
Baltimore MD21218

Walter Meyer <meyeM @adelphledu> 7/9/2008 3:23 PM >»
Hi Ms. Dunbar,



programs such as the Danforth, Fulbright, and Rhodes. The office also is the
focal point for committee recommendations for students applying to law and
health professions schools.

Undergraduate Manual

This publication is issued annually as a supplement to the catalog for under-
graduates. The manual contains both academic and non-academic information,
rules, and requirements in more detail than contained in the catalog. All under-
graduates should be familiar with this publication. It is available at registration
for the fall term.

Honor System

Formally adopted in 1913, the honor system is an outgrowth of the concept of
"a gentleman and a scholar." A self-imposed code of moral standards, the
honor system is consistent with the idea of academic freedom in trusting
students not to abuse their freedom whether during an unproctored exam or
when submitting independent work. The Honor Commission, a group of stu-
dents elected by their fellow students, is charged with maintaining the ideals
of the honor system, and is responsible for acting upon all academic violations
that are brought to its attention.

Grades and Grade Reports

The scale of marks for official grade reports is as follows: A-—Excellent;
B—Good; C—Satisfactory; D—Passing; E—Conditional failure; F—Failure:
I—Incomplete; P—Passing, for pass-fail grading only; S—Satisfactory com-
pletion; for freshman first semester only. Detailed information on the use or
conditional marks is contained in the Undergraduate Manual.

Grade reports are prepared shortly after the conclusion of each term for all
undergraduates in the Division of Arts and Sciences. Rather than covering just
the work of the most recent term, these reports take the form of a restatement
of the student's entire academic record of courses, credits, and grades.

Consistent with the University's policy of treating its undergraduates as young
adults, the reports are sent to the student rather than the parents. It is expected
that each student in turn will inform his parents or guardian of his progress
and standing. The reports are addressed to the student's campus address in
January, and to the home address in June.

Students in Academic Difficulty

The records of students in academic difficulty are reviewed at the end of each
term, and all known facts bearing on their problems are considered. A student
whose term or cumulative average is below C may be warned or placed on
probation, and a letter of warning or probation is sent to the student. Copies
also are sent to the parents and to the faculty adviser. Continued inability to
maintain a C average normally results in dismissal for academic failure. No
student is dropped without prior warning or probation unless it is found that h
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has lost interest and has ceased to make even a minimum effort to keep up his
studies.

Students with serious academic problems are asked to consult with the Dean
of Undergraduate and Graduate Studies and/or the Director of Advising and
Counseling.

\t and Residence Requirements

The Bachelor of Arts degree requires a minimum of 120 credits, and no
program may require more than 120 credits. The Bachelor ~or~jjngineering
Science degree requires a minimum of 120 to 130 credits, depending upon the
major, but no program may require more than 130 credits.

1) No more than 18 credits of D work may be applied toward the minimum
credit requirements.

2) No more than five courses completed in the Johns Hopkins Evening
College may be applied toward the minimum credit requirements. The
Dean of Undergraduate and Graduate Studies may waive this limitation
for students who wish to take courses in education in preparation for
teaching, or are in an approved business program, or have transferred
to Arts and Sciences from the Evening College.

3) No more than five one-term courses completed in summer sessions at
Johns Hopkins or in summer sessions at other accredited colleges or
universities after enrollment in the Division of Arts and Sciences may be
applied toward the minimum credit requirements.

Except as otherwise specified, credits earned for courses offered by any
school or division of The Johns Hopkins University, or approved for transfer
irom another college or university, or awarded as advanced standing, may be
applied toward the minimum credit requirement for an undergraduate degree.

Residence Requirements

\e for a baccalaureate degree must complete a minimum of four
semesters as a full-time student in the Division of Arts and Sciences, and must
accumulate no less than 60 degree credits while a student in the Division.

Credits earned in other divisions of the University or in other accredited
colleges and universities or approved foreign institutions, may be used to
utisfy degree requirements but may not be used to reduce the minimum
residence requirement as defined above.

Graduation

To be approved for graduation you must accomplish the following:
Complete the requirements of the departmental major or area major in which

enrolled.
Achieve a C (2.0) average in the area of the major.
Earn the minimum number of credits required for the degree.
Fulfill the minimum residence requirement. Normally, a student is expected

to be enrolled as a full-time student in the Division of Arts and Sciences

G-
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