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III. Degrees and Course of Study

VASSAR COLLEGE offers a course of study leading to the degree of
Bachelor of Arts. It accepts a limited number of students for graduate
work leading to the degree of Master of Arts and Master of Science.

The plan of studies leading to the A.B. degree has a dual aim:
(1) to secure for the student a broad foundation of liberal study by an

acquaintance with different fields of knowledge and methods of study, and
so enable her to discover the field of knowledge best suited to her ability and
purpose as an educated citizen;

(2) to give her a sense of relationship among the fields of knowledge by
means of an individual program which she plans in such a way as to integrate
her total educational experience both in school and college.

These aims are carried out through the DISTRIBUTION REQUIRE-
MENT and the RELATED STUDIES PROGRAM.

The education of the student is a continuing process, and the freshman
year particularly should be thought of as a transition from secondary school
to the greater freedom, maturity, and individual responsibility of college.
College teaching methods aim to cultivate initiative and independent judg-
ment as well as ability to participate in group discussion and activity. Except
for large lecture meetings, classes are usually small enough for personal con-
tact between student and teacher. Guidance is always available, but the stu-
dent is responsible at all stages of her course for meeting the general college
requirements.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR
OF ARTS

A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Points
Every candidate for the A.B. degree must complete before gradua-
tion 120_jXMnts, equivalent to the standard of 120 semester hours
recognized by the Board of Regents of the University of the State
of New York.

2. Term of Study
a) The normal period of residence and study required of a student

who enters as a freshman is four years. For the special privilege
of graduation in less than four years by acceleration, petition
must be made to the faculty through the Committee on Privilege
in Election.
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