
44 Academic Information

Degrees and Courses of Study

Vassar College offers a balanced course of study leading to the degree of Bachelor
of Arts. To permit flexibility, it offers also an opportunity for a four-year program
leading to a combined Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts or Science degree in a
limited number of specified areas. It encourages students to pursue the degree
through the development of a coherent program of study which recognizes, as
much as possible, individual needs.

Requirements for the Degree of
Bachelor of Arts

Units

Each candidate for the Bachelor of Arts degree is required to complete 34 units of
work, equivalent to the standard ofl20 semester hours recognized by the Board of
Regents of the University of the State of New York. The system of units is
threefold:

a) the single unit, a course for one semester
b) the half unit, equivalent to one-half of a semester course taken over an

entire semester or for a half semester only
c) the double unit, consisting of a year sequence of semester courses or the

equivalent of two semester courses in one term

Freshman Course and Foreign Language Requirements
All graduates must comply with the Freshman Course requirement and the
foreign language proficiency requirement as described below.

Residence

While four years is the usual length of time expected for the baccalaureate degree,
students may be permitted to spend a longer or shorter time. The fact that many
students will benefit from a break in the four-year sequence is acknowledged and
reflected in the residence requirement. While students are expected to make
orderly progress toward the degree, they are encouraged to move at the pace and
in the fashion which suits their needs and those of their chosen program.

Residence Requirement
1. A student choosing a regular four-year program must spend at least three of

those years in residence.
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