
The Curriculum

SOPHOMORE YEAR: Especially able sophomores may register during the
second term of sophomore year in honors courses ordinarily open only to
juniors and seniors.

Sophomores of high achievement may also be given permission to register
in upper class courses. This applies particularly to students who have
taken advanced courses as freshmen. Eligibility is judged on an individual
basis, and permission is obtained from the appropriate department at the
time of registration.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR YEARS: A central feature of the Williams curriculum is
the honors program (page 50) which provides an opportunity for students'
of superior initiative and ability to exercise originality and responsibility
as scholars.

Another opportunity for advanced work available to students enrolled in
the honors program is known as independent study. When a particularly able
honors candidate wishes to pursue the study of a subject not covered by the
normal course offering of the College, arrangements may be made for him
to undertake a semester, or more, of independent study with a specially
assigned member of the faculty. Arrangements for independent study are
made with the appropriate department at the time of registration. ,

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE CREATIVE ARTS

Williams College recognizes the varied needs of both the disciplines which
form part of the college's curriculum and of the students enrolled within its
programs. Certain disciplines, especially those concerned with the creative
arts, can benefit from an increased use of independent projects for its students,
even for those who may not be honors students in the college-at-large. These;
projects normally do not form a part of the usual classroom program within
that discipline. In addition, these independent projects realize more
fruitfully the potential of the individual talent of the student and will guide
the student in the growth of that talent and interest. All of these things
the college desires to foster. It is generally conceded that an exclusively
classroom oriented approach to the arts is unsatisfactory; it must be fortified
by practical experience within that discipline.

The architect and humanitarian, Walter Gropius, in his Convocation
Address at Williams College on September 22, 1963 stated:

This unintegrated society of ours needs participation in the arts
°" essential counterpart to technology..., for art develops

intuition.. . .In our era of expediency and mechanization, the pre-
dominant educational aim ought to be to call forth creative habits;
vocational skill should be a by-product only, a matter of course.
The student's mind. . .will become increasingly inventive when he
is guided not only by intellectual studies but also by practical ex-
periments in forming, building, constructing things to come, a pro-
gram of'search' rather than 're-search'.

Qualified students at Williams are encouraged to make use of special
electives in the creative arts in addition to the normal courses and extra-
curricular activities within these fields. These special electives in the
creative arts, listed with the course announcements under Art, Drama,
English (Creative Writing), and Music, have been formulated by the various
departments and disciplines for those who demonstrated talents and interests
which the college hopes the individual student will wish to develop. Stu-
dents should confer with the appropriate faculty member before registering
for these courses.

Attention is directed to the Hubbard Hutchinson Memorial Fellowship
for graduate study described on page 40.
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I REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS
' DEGREE

Required Number of Courses

Twenty year courses, or the equivalent in semester courses, are required /
ar courses, v̂""1

as an
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for the degree. The s'enior major course counts as two one-year

Residence Requirement

A minimum of two years of residence is required for the degree.

Foreign Language Requirement

All Williams students are required to fulfill a minimum language require-
ment in one of two ways: (1) by achieving a satisfactory score on the College
Entrance Examination Board Language Achievement Test, or (2) by passing
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