
History of the College :

principle in the nineteenth century, Williams did not need to rescue itself with the
general education principle in the twentieth century.

During its long history much of the life and tone of the College was shaped by j
students. While the same influence continues, the competitive pressure for ad-
missions since World War II has allowed for a new and significant degree of,
selectivity on the part of the College. Among the consequences of this change has ]
been a quickening of the intellectual life of the College and a reconsideration of ..
traditions and emphases no longer considered appropriate for an institution of |
liberal learning.

Among the first traditions to go was compulsory religious exercises, abandoned^
in 1962 after a hundred years of gradual but steady erosion. Voluntary worship in j
the form of ecumenical chapel services and the activities of student religious j
organizations carry on another long tradition. In response to the concern of under-:

graduate leaders and the faculty and in recognition of the failure of Greek Letter J
Fraternities to fulfill adequately objectives consistent with college purpose, the ^
Trustees in 1962 took the first of a series of actions that replaced fraternities withJ
residential house system. Williams became, as a result, a much more opeia
community. The decision to become coeducational and the admission of women to .•
Williams as degree candidates in 1970 has reinforced the spirit of equality auM
freedom conducive to a climate of learning. : ,|

In this atmosphere of change and heightened purpose the curriculum underj
went appropriate transformations, as a careful comparative study of the •yearlyl
catalogues readily shows, leading to the present 4-1-4 curriculum and a more|
flexible and wide-ranging schedule and program both on and beyond the campus.
In spite of change, however, the guiding spirit of the College has not wavered from
the Statement expressed by Mark Hopkins in his inaugural address of 1836: "We t
to regard the mind, not as a piece of iron to be laid upon the anvil and hammeri
into any shape, nor as a block of marble in which we are to find the statue :ijB
removing the rubbish, nor as a receptacle into which knowledge may be poureda
but as a flame that is to be fed, as an active being that must be strengthened t(J
think and to feel—and to dare, to do, and to suffer."

GraduOrKovi

THE CURRICULUM

I Williams College offers a course of study leading to the degree of Bachelor of
:- Arts. The course requirements prescribe both the number of courses to be com-
I pleted and the minimum grade level to be achieved; the curriculum also requires
f . that each student explore several fields of knowledge and concentrate in one. The
f fall requirements for the degree include meeting the minimum academic standards
'• stated. below, residence at the College, fulfillment of the distribution requirement,
'• completion of a major, and completion of the physical education requirement.
;'• The academic year is divided into two regular semesters and a Winter Study
I Program. The student takes four courses in each semester and during January
;; pursues a single program of study on a pass-fail basis.

i The Winter Study Program which began in 1967 is intended to provide students
and: faculty with a dramatically different educational experience in the January
term. The differences are in the nature of the courses, the nature of the learning

[
I ; experience, and the change of educational pace and format from the fall arid spring '
!. semesters. These differences apply to the faculty and students in several ways:
Bfaculty can try out courses with new subjects and techniques that might, if suc-
k cessful, be used later in the regular terms; they can explore subjects not amenable
' to inclusion in regular courses; and they can investigate fields outside their usual
i areas of expertise. In their academic work which is graded Pass, Perfunctory Pass,
i or Mil,, students can explore new fields at low risk, concentrate on one subject
ijhat; requires a great deal of time, develop individual research projects, or work
|in -•$.. different milieu (as interns, for example, or on trips outside Williamstown).

In addition, Winter Study offers students an opportunity for more independence
and: initiative in a less formal setting, more opportunity to participate in cultural
events, and an occasion to get to know one another better.

i.;-Freshmen select one course from among a group of interdisciplinary seminars
I deyoted to the study of influential ideas and systems, great works of art, or major
.-, historical events, and designed to illustrate the spirit of liberal learning. Sopho-
jmares and juniors select one subject of study, chosen from the list of January course
: offerings or elected as a project of independent study, either on or off campus, in
i. cooperation with an instructor. Seniors are encouraged to elect a project in their
f major or program of concentration.

^REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
^Academic Requirement

•h' Tb be eligible for the Bachelor of Arts degree a student must pass 32 semester
IcourSes and receive grades of C minus or higher in at least 19 of those semester
[courses, pass four Winter Study Projects (.unless excused from one by the Com-
Enittee on Academic Standing), attain an average of C minus in the major field,
End-complete eight quarters of physical education.

mtisidenee Requirement

"T.Students who enter Williams as freshmen must spend a minimum of six semes-
I ,. :
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