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How to Create an Executable JAR File 

 
 

1. Right click on the name of the package in the Package Explorer 

 

2. Click Export… 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Name of the package to use in 

step 4, page 4 

Name of the class to 

use in step 4, page 4 

Name  

of the 

package 

Export… 
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3. If necessary, click the + next to Java to expand the list  

then select Runnable JAR file 
 

 
 

 

 

4. Click the drop-down list box under Launch configuration: in the Runnable 

JAR File Export dialog box (image on next page) 
 

5. Select the Class file 
 

6. Click the Browse… button and choose the Export destination: 
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7. Enter a name for the JAR file 
 

 
 

8. Click the Save button 

9. Click the Finish button in the Runnable JAR File Export dialog box  

Name of the jar file to use in 

step 4, page 4 
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Running an executable JAR from command-line 
 

1. From Windows click the Start button 

2. Choose Run from the menu 

3. Enter cmd in the Run dialog-box 
 

 
 

4. At the command prompt, change to the directory (folder) containing the jar 

file  (Note: the path is the same as specified in the Export destination on page 3) 

cd “c:\courses\csc120\fall2010” 

 

Enter the command to execute the jar file as follows: 
 

java –classpath package.Classname –jar nameOfJarFile 

 

   package   Class Name   Jar File 
   (see page 1)  (see page 1)   (see page 3) 

 

5. Enter the command to execute the jar file: 
 

java –classpath csc120.Coins –jar Program1.jar 
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Setting the Classpath and Path Environment Variables 
 

 

 

1. Open My Computer or Windows Explorer and find the folder (directory) 
C:\Program Files\Java 

 

Note the name of the jdk directory (example below: jdk1.6.0_18) 
 

 
 

2. Go to the command line and enter the command:   set path 
See steps 1 thru on page 4 

 

 
 

3. If the path to the JDK is listed, you can ignore the rest of the document below. 
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4. Click the Start button, click Run, type sysdm.cpl in the Run dialog-box 

or click the Start button, select Control Panel, double click the System button 

in the Control panel 
 

 
 

5. Click the Advanced tab at the top of the System Properties dialog-box 

 

6. Click the Environment Variables button 
 

7. In the User variables section, make sure there is a classpath variable with a 

period as its value, if not click the New button and create a new variable called 

classpath with a period as its value 
 

Advanced 

tab 

Environment 

Variables 

button 
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8. In the System variables section, scroll down and click on the path variable 

 

9. Click the Edit button 

 

10. Scroll through the variable value to find the path for the java command line 

files (see first picture on page 5) 

If the path is not there, add the path at the beginning of the variable value 

followed by a semi-colon 
 

 
 

 

User 

classpath 

variable 

System  

path 

variable 


